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Abstract 

This paper and presentation discusses how you can use a frreely available ebook to 

develop your problem-based learning initiatives. The book published this year is A 

New Model of Problem-based learning: Inspiring Concepts, Practice Strategies and 

Case Studies from Higher Education. Maynooth: AISHE. The full book or individual 

chapters can be downloaded freely at  http://bit.ly/2qHv5gB   
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1. Why Use this book? 

 You are welcome use a freely available ebook to develop your problem-based 

learning initiatives. The book published this year is A New Model of Problem-based 

learning: Inspiring Concepts, Practice Strategies and Case Studies from Higher 

Education. Maynooth: AISHE. The full book or individual chapters can be 

downloaded freely at  http://bit.ly/2qHv5gB   

This problem-based learning (PBL) book is the first to place students’ talk at its heart. 

It focuses on the valuable lessons we can learn about problem-based learning from 

listening to students talking in PBL tutorials. The uniqueness of this book is its focus 

on the power of student discourse in tutorials to teach us how to both understand and 

practise problem-based learning. It uses a discourse analysis study of students’ 

naturally occurring talk in PBL tutorials (Barrett 2008) as a starting point. Although 

students’ talk in tutorials is the pivotal learning site in problem-based learning, it has 

not been given the attention it deserves (Clouston 2007). This talk can be made up of 

brainstorming, debate, arguments, knowledge sharing and synthesis, jokes, decision-

making and presentations.  Talk is action (Fairclough 2003). We have much to learn 

from what students are doing through their talk in tutorials. 

 

This book is for both experienced problem-based learning (PBL) practitioners and 

people starting a new PBL initiative.  As PBL practitioners you will be able to re-

imagine and re-invigorate your problem-based learning courses through adapting the 

concepts, practice strategies and case studies presented in this book to your own 

context. The new inspiring concepts elaborated in this book are fresh ways of re-

conceptualising problem-based learning. New concepts are important, as we need new 

ways of thinking about PBL in order to find new ways of designing and implementing 

PBL.  Practice strategies linked to these concepts are presented in ways that will 

enable you to choose and adapt the ones most relevant to your context.  International 

case studies of PBL practitioners using these strategies from a variety of disciplines 

provide examples to offer you inspiration. Questions and online resources provide you 

with further material to develop your PBL initiatives. 
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2. How should you use this book? 

Many people may choose to read the book straight through. However if you are 

interested in a particular aspect of problem-based learning you can skip to that 

chapter. For example, if your current concern is with facilitating PBL tutorials you 

can skip to chapter three. The practice strategies are presented and discussed in the 

body of the chapters. These strategies are summarised in a list at the end of the 

chapters. Many will read the sections of the chapter in order. Others may prefer to 

read this list first and then read the rest of the chapter.  

 

Each chapter begins with PBL practitioners’ vignettes where they comment on their 

concerns in relation to the characteristic of PBL that is the topic of the chapter. You 

can see if these concerns resonate with you. This is followed by an overview of the 

chapter.  Then there is an opportunity for you to stop and reflect on the experiences 

and questions you bring to reading this chapter. Next you are introduced to an 

illuminative concept that provides you with new ways of thinking about the key 

characteristic of PBL. This inspiring concept is based on listening to students’ talk 

about the characteristic in the discourse of the PBL tutorials, and extracts from these 

student dialogues are presented and analysed. Then practice strategies, ways of 

translating the inspiring concept into actions, are presented and discussed.   

 

Case study examples using these strategies in a variety of disciplines and countries are 

explored. Some of these may be particularly relevant to you.  You can then decide 

which of the online further resources provided you want to use.  Next you are 

encouraged to make an action plan. You can combine your understanding of the 

illuminative concepts, your choice of practice strategies and the information from the 

further resources to inform your action plan for designing, implementing or re-

energising your PBL initiative.  Lastly each chapter finishes with a response to the 

chapter from a PBL practitioner. As the book is published under commons copyright 

you free to share the book or individual chapters with colleagues 
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